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EDITORIAL 


Five “Hows” 
Romans 10:13-15 


“How then shall they call on Him in whom 
they have not believed?” Paul has just declared 
the sure blessing of Salvation to all, to whoso- 
ever shall call upon the Name of the Lord. 
When he turns from the glow of this universal 
and blessed promise, facing him is this - “How?” 
The only basis for the Call is believing, trust- 
ing, accepting Christ; but they have not be- 
lieved. 


“How shall they believe in Him 
of whom they have not heard?” 


No voice has spoken to them the word of 
hope, of life, of peace! Their gods of gold and 
silver, of stone and wood have only filled the 
air with hopeless silence through the centuries. 
As with Baal’s worshippers before Elijah - 
“There was neither voice nor any answer, nor 
any that regardeth.” “They have not heard,” 
echoes through the weary centuries, crossing 
all boundaries and borders saying - “How, How, 
shall they believe in Him of whom they have 
not heard?” 


A weeping mother in India who had just 
lost her infant child was kneeling and sobbing 
on the steps of a heathen temple. She was 
asked, “To whom are you praying?” She replied, 
“I do not know: but surely there must be 
someone somewhere to hear a mother’s cry and 
to keep a mother’s heart from breaking!” ‘There 
is one, and when men believe in Him there is de- 
liverance and heart-comfort; but ‘How shall 
they believe in Him of whom they have not 
heard?” 


“How shall they hear without a preacher?’ 


The sighing winds, the night calls in the 
forest, the roaring waves, the echoes in the 
everlasting hills have brought no message to 
the darkened heart of man wandering in the 
wilderness of life. There must be a voice that 
knows God, that knows the truth of God, the 
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Word of God and its hope, and the promise 
of Salvation. There must be a messenger with 
the Word of Life and the Way, through that 
Word into eternal life! For “they have not 
heard!” 


“How shall they preach except they be sent?” 


Ah, now this fourth “How” begins to close 
in on us! It places the burden exactly upon 
those on whom it belongs. It speaks of that 
which rests clearly upon the Christians, ever) 
Christian, in every Christian church around 
the world. What can we do? What ought we 
to do? What must we do if our faith in our 
Saviour as the only hope of the world, is real 
and controlling in our hearts? The great Com- 
mission - “Go ye into all the world and preach 
the Gospel to every creature,” is not meant only 
for missionaries. It inescapably embraces us 
and every true Christian. Not all can actually 
go - but all must actually obey this great com- 
mission. If we cannot ourselves go, then we 
must give, we must pray, we must send, we 
must sustain and encourage those who do go 
for how can they go and preach except thev 
be sent? 


“How beautiful are the feet of them 
that preach the Gospel of peace and 
bring good tidings of good things!” 


This last “How” is not a question, it is an 
exclamation of joy and victory and glory! These 
bruised, worn, bleeding feet. They've journeyed 
so long, so far, so hard! The dust, the stones, 
the steep hills, the rugged mountain passes, the 
lonely dark valleys, the perilous nights! Paul 
knew these in personal experience and as he 
turns at the close of the journey and gazes on 
his faithful companions, his eyes rest on their 
tired, soiled, broken feet and he cries out, “How 
beautiful, How beautiful!” 


In Jesus’ day, the kind host offered as a 
welcome cool, refreshing water to cleanse and 
ease the tired feet of our Lord. So our Christ, 
welcomes His heralds of the Gospel from. all 
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the lands that sat in darkness and under the 
shadow of death. They are “home at last,” and 
as the light of the new Jerusalem beams upon 
them revealing their glowing faces, the Master 
lets his gaze slip down to their feet as He cries - 
“How Beautiful! How Beautiful!” 
—S.McPh.G. 





Thoughts 


It has been said that the character of a man 
is revealed by what he does when alone. An 
even more rigid definition would be that we 
are what our thoughts are. If such is the case, 
some of us are in desperate straits. And we 
are, unless we submit every area of our lives, 
including our thoughts, to the cleansing and 
redeeming power of Christ. 


The Holy Spirit, speaking through the 
prophet Isaiah, pleads with sinners to turn to 
the One who assuages thirst; the One who offers 
bread which satisfies; to the One who when 
heeded bv the believing heart finds rest and 
peace to his soul. Then He says: “Let the 
wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous 
man his thoughts: and let him return unto the 
Lord, and he will have mercy upon him, and to 
our God, for he will abundantly pardon.” 


Speaking to His disciples our Lord said: “For 
out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, 
“ne i fornications, thefts, false witness, 

blasphemies:” ‘These things, conjured up by 
an uncontrolled imagination, are all part and 
parcel of the evil in each of us but they also 
represent an evidence of the extent of divine 
grace and mercy for all of them are forgiven 
to the truly repentant. 


One wonders if many of us have not looked 
lightly on our thoughts, thinking that if they 
do not proceed to overt acts they are of minor 
importance. But again our Lord makes it plain 
that sin is not necessarily a matter of action 
but of thought and desire. This being the case, 
how carefully the Christian should guard his 
thoughts. 


In Proverbs we are told: “Commit thy works 
unto the Lord, and alt thoughts shall be 
established.” When our thoughts are established 
in Him they will truly honor Him. 


That God should think of us is another evi- 
dence of His marvelous love. In Jeremiah we 


read: “For I know the thoughts that 1 think 
toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, 
and not of evil, to give you a future and a 
hope.” 


One of the clearest evidences of the inspira- 
tion of the Scripture is its effect on those who 
read it. Let a man take the Bible and read 
it with an open mind and before long he finds 
the finger of God pointing to his own heart and 
saying ‘““Thou art the man!” The writer of the 
epistle to the Hebrews speaks of this in these 
words: “For the word of God is quick and pow- 
erful, . . . and is a discerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart.” Subterfuges and eva- 
sions may enable us to get by with man but 
God looks right into our hearts and He knows 
the thoughts we harbor. No verse in the Bible 
is more calculated to strike holy terror into 
the soul than the words: “Neither is there any 
creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all 
things are naked and opened unto the eyes of 
him with whom we have to do.” 


Evil thoughts must be recognized for the sins 
they represent. And they need to be confessed, 
cleansed and forgiven as do any other sins. 


It could well be that many Christians need 
to take stock at just this place and having done 
so to say: “God be merciful to me, a sinner.” 

—L.N.B. 





Public Education 


Since the system of Christian Schools, which 
is in vogue with the Christian Reformed de- 
nomination, is not widely adopted throughout 
the United States, our churches and our semi- 
naries must mainly depend on public education 
for the academic preparation of their ministers. 
Therefore we, not only as parents but also as 
church members, have an interest in the public 
school system. 


Public education in the U.S.A. has been re- 
ceiving a great amount of adverse criticism 
lately, especially since Sputnik has shown that 
not only are England, France, and Germany bet- 
ter educated than we are, as has always been 
the case, but that now savage Communism has 
outstripped us in several particulars. 


The U. S. News & World Report (Jan. 24) 
carries material on this subject that is intensely 
interesting, factually detailed, and most humili- 
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EDITORIAL 


Five “Hows” 
Romans 10:13-15 


“How then shall they call on Him in whom 
they have not believed?” Paul has just declared 
the sure blessing of Salvation to all, to whoso- 
ever shall call upon the Name of the Lord. 
When he turns from the glow of this universal 
and blessed promise, facing him is this - “How?” 
The only basis for the Call is believing, trust- 
ing, accepting Christ; but they have not be- 
lieved. 


“How shall they believe in Him 
of whom they have not heard?” 


No voice has spoken to them the word of 
hope, of life, of peace! Their gods of gold and 
silver, of stone and wood have only filled the 
air with hopeless silence through the centuries. 
As with Baal’s worshippers before Elijah - 
“There was neither voice nor any answer, nor 
any that regardeth.” “They have not heard,” 
echoes through the weary centuries, crossing 
all boundaries and borders saying - “How, How, 
shall they believe in Him of whom they have 
not heard?” 


A weeping mother in India who had just 
lost her infant child was kneeling and sobbing 
on the steps of a heathen temple. She was 
asked, ““To whom are you praying?” She replied, 
“I do not know: but surely there must be 
someone somewhere to hear a mother’s cry and 
to keep a mother’s heart from breaking!”” There 
is one, and when men believe in Him there is de- 
liverance and heart-comfort; but “How shall 
they believe in Him of whom they have not 
heard?” 


“How shall they hear without a preacher?” 


The sighing winds, the night calls in the 
forest, the roaring waves, the echoes in the 
everlasting hills have brought no message to 
the darkened heart of man wandering in the 
wilderness of life. There must be a voice that 
knows God, that knows the truth of God, the 
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Word of God and its hope, and the promise 
of Salvation. There must be a messenger with 
the Word of Life and the Way, through that 
Word into eternal life! For “they have not 
heard!” 


“How shall they preach except they be sent?” 


Ah, now this fourth “How” begins to close 
in on us! It places the burden exactly upon 
those on whom it belongs. It speaks of that 
which rests clearly upon the Christians, every 
Christian, in every Christian church around 
the world. What can we do? What ought we 
to do? What must we do if our faith in our 
Saviour as the only hope of the world, is real 
and controlling in our hearts? The great Com- 
mission - “Go ye into all the world and preach 
the Gospel to every creature,” is not meant only 
for missionaries. It inescapably embraces us 
and every true Christian. Not all can actually 
go - but all must actually obey this great com- 
mission. If we cannot ourselves go, then we 
must give, we must pray, we must send, we 
must sustain and encourage those who do go 
for how can they go and preach except thev 
be sent? 


“How beautiful are the feet of them 
that preach the Gospel of peace and 
bring good tidings of good things!” 


This last “How” is not a question, it is an 
exclamation of joy and victory and glory! These 
bruised, worn, bleeding feet. They've journeyed 
so long, so far, so hard! The dust, the stones, 
the steep hills, the rugged mountain passes, the 
lonely dark valleys, the perilous nights! Paul 
knew these in personal experience and as he 
turns at the close of the journey and gazes on 
his faithful companions, his eyes rest on their 
tired, soiled, broken feet and he cries out, “How 
beautiful, How beautiful!” 


In Jesus’ day, the kind host offered as a 
welcome cool, refreshing water to cleanse and 
ease the tired feet of our Lord. So our Christ, 
welcomes His heralds of the Gospel from all 
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the lands that sat in darkness and under the 
shadow of death. They are “home at last,” and 
as the light of the new Jerusalem beams upon 
them revealing their glowing faces, the Master 
lets his gaze slip down to their feet as He cries - 
“How Beautiful! How Beautiful!” 
—S.McPh.G. 





Thoughts 


It has been said that the character of a man 
is revealed by what he does when alone. An 
even more rigid definition would be that we 
are what our thoughts are. If such is the case, 
some of us are in desperate straits. And we 
are, unless we submit every area of our lives, 
including our thoughts, to the cleansing and 
redeeming power of Christ. 


The Holy Spirit, speaking through the 
prophet Isaiah, pleads with sinners to turn to 
the One who assuages thirst; the One who offers 
bread which satisfies; to the One who when 
heeded by the believing heart finds rest and 
peace to his soul. Then He says: “Let the 
wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous 
man his thoughts: and let him return unto the 
Lord, and he will have mercy upon him, and to 
our God, for he will abundantly pardon.” 


Speaking to His disciples our Lord said: “For 
out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, 
adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, 
blasphemies:” These things, conjured up by 
an uncontrolled imagination, are all part and 
parcel of the evil in each of us but they also 
represent an evidence of the extent of divine 
grace and mercy for all of them are forgiven 
to the truly repentant. 


One wonders if many of us have not looked 
lightly on our thoughts, thinking that if they 
do not proceed to overt acts they are of minor 
importance. But again our Lord makes it plain 
that sin is not necessarily a matter of action 
but of thought and desire. This being the case, 
how carefully the Christian should guard his 
thoughts. 


In Proverbs we are told: “Commit thy works 
unto the Lord, and thy thoughts shall be 
established.” When our thoughts are established 
in Him they will truly honor Him. 


That God should think of us is another evi- 
dence of His marvelous love. In Jeremiah we 


read: “For I know the thoughts that I think 
toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, 
and not of evil, to give you a future and a 
hope.” 


One of the clearest evidences of the inspira- 
tion of the Scripture is its effect on those who 
read it. Let a man take the Bible and read 
it with an open mind and before long he finds 
the finger of God pointing to his own heart and 
saying “Thou art the man!” The writer of the 
epistle to the Hebrews speaks of this in these 
words: “For the word of God is quick and pow- 
erful, . . . and is a discerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart.” Subterfuges and eva- 
sions may enable us to get by with man but 
God looks right into our hearts and He knows 
the thoughts we harbor. No verse in the Bible 
is more calculated to strike holy terror into 
the soul than the words: “Neither is there any 
creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all 
things are naked and opened unto the eyes of 
him with whom we have to do.” 


Evil thoughts must be recognized for the sins 
they represent. And they need to be confessed, 
cleansed and forgiven as do any other sins. 


It could well be that many Christians need 
to take stock at just this place and having done 
so to say: “God be merciful to me, a sinner.” 

—L.N.B. 





Public Education 


Since the system of Christian Schools, which 
is in vogue with the Christian Reformed de- 
nomination, is not widely adopted throughout 
the United States, our churches and our semi- 
naries must mainly depend on public education 
for the academic preparation of their ministers. 
Therefore we, not only as parents but also as 
church members, have an interest in the public 
school system. 


Public education in the U.S.A. has been re- 
ceiving a great amount of adverse criticism 
lately, especially since Sputnik has shown that 
not only are England, France, and Germany bet- 
ter educated than we are, as has always been 
the case, but that now savage Communism has 
outstripped us in several particulars. 


The U. S. News & World Report (Jan. 24) 
carries material on this subject that is intensely 
interesting, factually detailed, and most humili- 
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ating. It shows that the enemies of intellectual 
attainment have gained control of the educa- 
tional machinery and have cheated our children 
of advantages that they ought to have. 


The details of the interviews with Professor 
Bestor of the University of Illinois, President 
Griswold of Yale, and Dr. M. M. Boring of 
the National Academy of Sciences cannot here 
be repeated. They ought to be read in full. 
But perhaps I may be permitted to add one 
item of evidence. 


When I was a boy I attended a Manual Train- 
ing High School (Northeast of Philadelphia) . 
There I took four years of Latin, three years 
of French, and three years of Greek. They 
also gave me four years of mathematics plus 
several semesters of physics, chemistry, and 
zoology. Now that the professional education- 
ists with their powerful lobbies have captured 
the state legislatures, how many High Schools 
in the U. S. A. still offer these opportunities? 
I venture to guess that nearly all provide much 
fewer advantages for their students. 


Foreign language is of particular interest to 
the Christian church. Ministers are needed who 
can read Greek, and even Hebrew, and read 
it with ease. But unless Greek is offered in 
high school, the ease will be difficult to achieve. 
And unless ease is attained, natural disinclina- 
tion plus the burdens of the pastorate will re- 
sult in less and less attention to the New Testa- 
ment. 


Since at this time the poverty of public edu- 
cation is in the public eye, those of us who 
are interested in high academic standards (and 
this has always been a characteristic of Presby- 
terians) have some hope that our voice may 
be heeded a little. It would be well if many 
of us would write letters to the editors of our 
local newspapers and of the weekly periodicals. 
If there is some volume of protest against the 
recent policies, possibly we can obtain the ad- 
vantages for our children that they deserve. 


It should be kept in mind that the high 
School teachers themselves are generally in 
favor of better education. They are hampered 
and sometimes cowed by political pressure. But 
I can think of only one High School teacher of 
my acquaintance who approves of all the 
methods courses and other devices for submerg- 
ing the content material. The Latin teachers 
want to take courses in Latin, the history 
teachers want to take courses in history (to get 
a Master’s degree) and even the art teachers 
want courses in art. But they are all forced 
by payroll requirements to take silly courses 
in methods — methods of teaching Latin, 


methods of teaching history, methods of teach- 


ing art, by educationists who know neither 
Latin, history, nor art. And they don’t like it. 
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With a minimum expenditure of time we 
can help these teachers, we can help our chil- 
dren, and we can help the future Presbyterian 
ministry. 


—G.H.C. 





“Out of Context” 


The accusation is made that Bible enthu- 
siasts frequently quote Scripture out of context. 

If the Bible is simply a book of records, then 
this accusation can be sustained. But, if the 
Bible is a living Book, in which and through 
which the Spirit of the Living God speaks to 
each succeeding generation, then context be- 
comes one of immediate need, not of historical 
setting. 


There are thousands of illustrations: we 
will give one — Isaiah 43 is unquestionably 
directed to Israel. The second verse is this 
majestic promise: 


“When thou passest through the waters, | 
will be with thee; and through the rivers, they 
shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest 
through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; 
neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.” 


How often Christians, passing through the 
waters of trouble and tested in the fires of 
adversity, have turned to this passage and found 
comfort and hope! 


Was this unjustified? Were they not finding 
refuge in the assurance that a loving God is 
the constant refuge and strength of His Own? 


Moses, admonishing the children of Israel, 
says in Deuteronomy 4:9 - “Only take heed to 
thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou 
forget the things which thine eyes have seen, 
and lest they depart from thy heart all the days 
of thy life: but teach them thy sons, and thy 
sons’ sons;” 


Spoken to the Jews just before they entered 
Canaan; yes, but also spoken to us today. 


Paul tells the Romans of those: “Who changed 
the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and 
served the creature more than the Creator.” 
True for their day, and, how true for our own! 


That the Scriptures must be read with the 
discernment which the Holy Spirit alone can 
give is obvious. We do not regard the laws of 
the tabernacle and sacrifices as being for us 
today. But, we do see them as having signifi- 
cance in God’s plan of redemption, for He 
revealed the Lamb of God in type and symbol 
and later in living fact — of vital importance 
in 2000 B.C. and also in 2000 A.D. 


It is perfectly possible to take the Scriptures 
and apply them out of their proper context. 
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It is also dangerously possible to miss their 
relevancy for today, - to the nations of the 
world and to us as individuals. 


Taking at their face value God’s words of 
comfort, hope and peace - along with His 
warnings - has proven both wise and profitable 
to all who have so done. To do otherwise can 
lead to the loss of something infinitely precious. 

—L.N.B. 





“Look to the Rock Whence 
Ye Are Hewn” 


This word of God through the prophet is 
needed vitally in our Church today. There is 
reported a tendency in some quarters to dis- 
cipline men for every infraction from a rule 
of the BCO or even from disobedience to a 
majority decision of a church court. Have the 
brethren forgotten John Wycliffe and John Hus? 
Have they not read of Luther’s hurling the canon 
law into the flames at Eyster Gate, Wittenberg, 
December 10, 1520, or of his courageous stand 
for the Word of God at Worms? Have they 
not considered the Theses of Bern in which 
our Reformed Faith came to articulate a state- 
ment to this effect: “The Church makes no 
laws and commandments without the Word 
of God”? Have they not carefully considered 
Calvin’s Institutes Book IV, chapter viii, where 
he repeatedly warns pastors against bringing in 
any inventions of their own to bind the con- 
sciences of men in addition to the Word of God. 
God denies to man the right to promulgate any 
addition that He alone may be our Master. 


Have the brethren not studied the history 
of the Kirk of Scotland in the eighteenth cen- 
tury? There it was demanded that one obey 
the majority against his own conscience, when 
that majority told Thomas Gillespie to install 
4a patron’s nominee over the protest of the peo- 
ple. Gillespie replied: “To do that would be 
for me to sin against God.” They told him to 
go on and sin. He refused, and the Church was 
divided. To avoid a repetition of this Moderate 
absolutism of majority rule, John Witherspoon 
wrote into the Preliminary Principles of Ameri- 
can Presbyterianism that no Church judicatory 
ought to pretend to make laws by its own au- 
thority but that all of its decisions must be based 
on the Word of God. 


And when that was being obscured in the 
undivided Old School Church a hundred years 
ago a revision committee with J. H. Thornwell 
as Chairman and with Charles Hodge as an 
honored member, proposed to modify the def- 
inition of an offense. The old statement de- 
clared that an offense was anything contrary 
to the Word of God, or that was likely to make 
others sin. The Thornwell-Hodge revision pro- 
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posed to put a period after the Word of God 
and make that the exclusive rule for measuring 
an offense. Sundry things, including the Con- 
federate War, prevented this revision from being 
finally adopted in the USA Church, but it was 
taken up and written explicitly into the BCO 
of the Southern Church by the disciples of 
Thornwell. The Chairman of the Committee 
which wrote our Book of Church Order was 
my honored predecessor in this Chair at Co- 
lumbia Theological Seminary, Dr. J. B. Adger. 
In summarizing the Thornwellian principles 
that were embodied in our Church, Adger speaks 
in part as follows: 


IN RESPECT OF CHURCH DISCIPLINE, 
THAT AN OFFENSE, THE PROPER OB- 
JECT OF THAT DISCIPLINE, IS NOTHING 
BUT WHAT THE WORD OF GOD CON- 
DEMNS AS SINFUL. 


Par. 58 of the BCO declares that the juris- 
diction of Church courts is only ministerial 
(that is not magisterial) and declarative (that 
is not legislative) and that “they can make no 
laws binding the conscience.” Our former Stated 
Clerk, Dr. Leslie, assisted by the present Stated 
Clerk, has written in Presbyterian Law and Pro- 
cedure, par. 77: 

Only ministerial and declarative. This 
power, therefore, in the Church is only min- 
isterial and declarative, that is, the power of 
‘i minister or a servant to declare and execute 
the law of the Master, Christ, as revealed in 
His Word, the statute-book of His kingdom, 
the scriptures contained in the Old and New 
Testaments. NO OFFICER OR COURT 
OF THE CHURCH HAS ANY LEGISLA- 
TIVE POWER (emphasis added.) “Christ 
alone is Lord of the conscience, and hath left 
it free from the doctrines and commandments 
of men which are in anything contrary to 
the Word, or beside it, in matters of faith 
and worship” (C. of F., Ch. XX, Sec. 2). 
Slavery to Christ alone is the true and only 
freedom of the human soul.” 


A little review of the practices of our courts 
will convince any thoughtful person that not 
every regulation of the BCO is considered a 
law for which infractions are to be made mat- 
ters of technical discipline. The BCO provides 
that no candidate or licentiate is to be ordained 
by one presbytery for service in another. But 
the favorite sons of prominent congregations 
are often ordained by the mother presbytery 
when they have calls to outside presbyteries— 
none for service in their own. 

The BCO provides that when a retiring 
moderator is not present, the last moderator 
present shall preach the opening sermon, yet 
it is a common custom for a retiring moderator 
who has moved to another synod to ask a friend 
to perform this office for him. The exact state- 
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ment as to the age of retirement has not been 
enforced (thank God!) by every theological 
seminary or presbytery, and perhaps not by 
every Board. We discipline properly for viola- 
tions of the Word of God, not for the peccadillos 
of the regulations of the BCO or the majority 
acts of Church courts. For as God proclaims 
through the prophet Isaiah: 


THE LORD IS OUR JUDGE. 
THE LORD IS OUR LAWGIVER. 
THE LORD IS OUR KING: 
HE WILL SAVE US. 
W.C.LR. 


“Religious News’? 


A United Press columnist has recently pub- 
lished in the newspapers of our country a 
short article entitled, Protestant Modernists 
Lose Ground. It is a much more discerning 
article than most that are found in the public 
press. 


The writer, Louis Cassels, fairly well dis- 
tinguishes fundamentalism, modernism, and 
neo-orthodoxy. He recognizes what some others 
do not recognize, that neo-orthodoxy is not 
orthodox. He also notes, as is more commonly 
known, that modernism has lost ground. 


But we should not expect too much from a 
newspaper columnist. When the writer wishes 
to give an indication of the resurgence of fun- 
damentalism, he appeals to “the rapid growth 
of such unabashedly fundamentalist denomina- 
tions as the Southern Baptists and the Seventh 
Davy Adventists.” When one remembers the 
Seventh Day position on annihilation, the neces- 
sitv of keeping the seventh day, and the modi- 
fications these require in a doctrine of the 
atonement, the combination of Seventh Day 
\dventists with Southern Baptists seems a little 
odd. There are other rapidly growing bodies 
that would have been better evidence of the 
vigor of fundamentalism. 


The secular writer's confusion is most ap- 
parent in a later paragraph. We quote it in full: 
“Unlike extreme fundamentalists, modern 
evangelicals do not, as a rule, uphold the belief 
that God literally ‘dictated’ the words of the 
Bible. They admit the possibility that slight 
errors have occurred in translation or in copy- 
ing the manuscripts.” 


Who these “extreme” fundamentalists are, the 
writer does not say. But the men who wrote 
The Fundamentals, and the theologians like 
Wartield and Machen who defended the doc- 
trines, never taught that God literally “dictated” 
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the words of the Bible. This is a caricature of 
the traditional position, a caricature that might 
be excused in a newsman, but which cannot 
be excused in the modernists or neo-orthodox 
theologians from whom he got the idea. Further, 
has any fundamentalist denied that errors hay 
occurred in copying the manuscripts and in 
the translations? Surely the knowledge that 
there are variant readings, and that translators 
make mistakes, is no new knowledge that has 
come to light since 1920. Even a newsman ought 
to know better than that. 


The twentieth century, strange to say, is an 
age of ignorance. Only since the launching 
of Sputnik has there been a widespread ques 
tioning of our educational standards. OF course, 
this has had to do mainly with scientific edu 
cation. Worse is our ignorance in the spher 
of religion and theology. Not only are the 
people outside the churches ignorant of the Re. 
formed doctrines, but what is shameful, the 
church members themselves know very little. 
Many know just about nothing. 


Part of the fault lies in our public secularism. 
The elementary schools, the high schools, and 
the colleges do not teach the Bible, the cate- 
chism, the history of the Reformation. No 
doubt the Napoleonic wars were of some in- 
portance. I do not plead for ignorance of 
English or American history. But the wars of 
religion in the sixteenth century were more 
important than Napoleon and our civil war 
together. 


Part of the fault also lies with the churches. 
Some of them are more interested in obtaining 
a seat for Red China in the United Nations 
than they are in teaching the Shorter Catechism 

-or the Ten Commandments by which the 
Communists ought to be executed as murderers. 


Politics is important; even wrong politics. 
unfortunately, is important. But man’s rela- 
tion to God is more important; and without 
an understanding of man’s relation to God, 
there is no hope of knowing what man’s rela- 
tion to man ought to be. 


It may be too late to instruct the presen! 
generation of columnists. But it will never be 
sooner than now to begin to instruct onesel! 
and the church body. 


—G.H.C. 
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The Covenant Of Grace 


By Rev. Fred W. Hoffman 
Fountain City, Tenn. 


One of the most blessed truths of the Chris- 
itan revelation is that of the Covenant of 
Grace. Two passages in Paul’s letter to the 
Ephesians declare this glorious truth. 


In Eph. 1:5-7, we read: “Having predestinat- 
ed us unto the adoption of children by Jesus 
Christ to Himself, according to the good pleas- 
ure of His will, to the praise of the glory of 
His grace, wherein He hath made us accepted 
in the Beloved, in whom we have redemption 
through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, ac- 
cording to the riches of His grace.” And in 
Eph. 2:7,8: “That in the ages to come He might 
show the exceeding riches of His grace in His 
kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. For 
by grace are ve saved through faith, and that 
not of yourselves; it is the gift of God.” 


These passages speak of the riches of divine 
grace, and declare the central truth of the doc- 
trine of grace, that salvation is by the grace of 
God alone, made possible through the death of 
Christ, and available upon the one condition 
of faith in Christ. 


The story is told of a poor woman who had 
lived all of her life in dire poverty in the 
slums of London. ‘Taken to the seashore for 
an outing, she looked out over the vast expanse 
of ocean, and exclaimed, with tear-filled eyes: 
“Thank God for the sight of something of 
which there is enough.” To come to an appre- 
ciation of the grace of God is to catch sight 
of something of which there is enough. ‘The 
word “grace” as ordinarily used in the Bible 
represents that which is limitless since it deals 
with spiritual realities which are infinite and 
eternal. ‘The grace of God, in its Scriptural 
sense, is the unlimited love of God acting in 
measureless grace in every realm of human 
experience, graciously and sufficiently meeting 
every human helplessness and need. 


I would like to consider this doctrine of 
the Covenant of Grace under four heads: The 
Meaning of the Covenant of Grace; The 
Mediator of the Covenant; The Blessings Be- 
stowed under the Covenant; and The Condt- 
tions of the Covenant. 


l. The Meaning of the Covenant of Grace. 


The meaning of the covenant is defined for 
us in the Catechisms and the Confession of 
Faith of our church. In the Shorter Catechism, 
Q. 20, we read: “God having out of His mere 
good pleasure, from all eternity, elected some 
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to everlasting life, did enter into a covenant 
of grace, to deliver them out of a state of 
sin and misery, and to bring them into a state 
of salvation by a Redeemer.” 


The Confession of Faith (Chap. VII, Sec. 
111) more fully defines the doctrine in these 
words: “Man, by his fall, having made him- 
self incapable of life by the covenant of works, 
the Lord was pleased to make a second, com- 
monly called the Covenant of Grace, wherein 
He [reely offers to sinners life and salvation by 
Jesus Christ, requiring of them faith in Him, 
that they may be saved, and promising to give 
unto all that are ordained to life, His Hely 
Spirit to make them willing and able to believe.” 


A covenant is a mutual agreement between 
two or more persons. In the Larger Catechism, 
Q. 31, it is stated that “the covenant of grace 
was made with Christ as the second Adam, and 
in Him with all of the elect as His seed.” But 
the statements in the Confession of Faith and 
in the Shorter Catechism would indicate that 
the covenant of grace was made, not between 
the Father and Jesus Christ, but between God 
the Father and man. 


This apparent contradiction is reconciled by 
Dr. Charles Hodge in his Systematic Theology 
(Part III, Chap. II, p. 358f) when he states: 
“This confusion is avoided by distinguishing 
between the covenant of redemption between 
the Father and the Son, and the covenant of 
grace between God and His people. The latter 
supposes the former, and is founded upon it. 
The two, however, are not to be confounded, 
as both are clearly revealed in the Scriptures, 
and moreover, they differ as to parties, the 
promises and the conditions.” 


Dr. Hodge further declares, upon this phase 
of the subject: (p.362f) “In virtue of what 
the Son covenanted to perform, and what, in 
the fullness of time He actually accomplished, 

two things follow. First, salvation is 
offered to all men on the condition of faith 
in Christ. The gospel, however, is the offer 
of salvation upon the conditions of the cove- 
nant of grace. In this sense the covenant of 
grace is formed with all mankind. 


“If this, therefore, were all that is meant by 
those who make the parties to the covenant 
of grace, God and mankind in general, and all 
mankind equally, there would be no objection 
to the doctrine. For it is undoubtedly true 
that God offers to all, and to every man eternal 
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life on condition of faith in Jesus Christ. But 
as it is no less true that the whole scheme of 
redemption has special reference to those given 


by the Father to the Son, . . . it follows secondly, 
from the nature of the covenant between the 
Father and the Son, that the covenant of grace 
has special reference also to the elect. To 
them God has promised to give His Spirit, in 
order that they may believe; and to them alone 
the promises made to believers belong. Those 
who ignore the distinction between the cove- 
nants of redemption and grace of course rep- 
resent the parties to the covenant to be God 
and Christ as the Head and representative of 
His people. All that is important is, that 
we should adopt such a mode of representation 
as will comprehend the various facts recognized 
in the Scriptures. It is one of those facts that 
salvation is offered to all men on the condition 
of faith in Christ. And therefore to that extent, 
or in the sense which accounts for that fact, the 
covenant of grace is made with all men. The 
great sin of those who hear and reject the gos- 
pel is that they refuse to accept of that covenant, 
and therefore place themselves without its pale.” 


God’s plan of salvation, in every age, has 
ever been upon the basis of grace, and to be 
received by faith, but the administration of 
the covenant under the Old Testament dispen- 
sations was different from that under the New. 
(Larger Cat. Q. 33) 


Christ has ever been the only Redeemer of 
God’s elect, under every dispensation. When 
the guilty pair in Eden, failing under the 
covenant of works, fell into an estate of sin 
and misery, it was the grace of God which pro- 
vided a salvation from sin, pictured in a divine- 
ly provided covering, or atonement, which fore- 
shadowed the cross. Similarly, Abel, Enoch, 
Noah, Abraham, and the hosts of Old Testa- 
ment saints were saved by divine grace, and 
received by faith the promises of God. It was 
said of Abraham that he believed God and it 
was counted unto him for righteousness. 


Under the Mosaic dispensation, men were 
saved by the grace of God, upon condition of 
their faith in God and His promises, and that 
faith was evidenced in the offering of ap- 
pointed and acceptable sacrifices, which sacri- 
fices pointed forward to the Lamb of God who 
was slain from the foundation of the world. 


In the New Testament dispensation, salva- 
tion and life eternal are offered freely by the 
grace of God to all who put their trust in 
Jesus Christ as Saviour. “Being justified freely 
by His grace through the redemption that is 
in Christ Jesus.” (Rom. 3:24) 


The grace of God is God’s pure, unrecom- 
pensed kindness and favor toward helpless and 
undeserving sinners. Grace takes no account 
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whatever of either human merit or demerit, 
Under grace the vilest and most depraved sin- 
ner and the man of upright moral character 
are on the same level. Both must be saved by 
grace alone. The salvation provided by divine 
grace is never earned. It is declared to be solely 
the free gift of God’s grace, and finds its great- 
est glory in human helplessness. 


To state concisely, then, the meaning of the 
covenant of grace is that God, in His infinite, 
unrestricted and sovereign grace, covenants with 
man to provide a full, free and complete sal- 
vation from sin and its effects, through the death 
of Christ upon the cross, and in grace gives 
to His elect His Holy Spirit to enable them 
to believe; and that this divinely provided sal- 
vation is to be received, entirely apart from any 
human merit, upon the sole condition of a 
personal faith in Jesus Christ as the Saviour. 


I]. The Mediator of the Covenant of Grace. 


Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, is the 
only mediator of the covenant of grace. Grace 
can be exercised only upon the ground of His 
intervention. Before God in grace could be- 
stow the gift of salvation, it was necessary that 
the holiness of God should be vindicated. He 
must deal in righteousness and justice with 
sin before he could act in grace toward the 
sinner. 


In order that He might intervene on man’s 
behalf, and that the promises and provisions 
of the covenant of grace might be made effec- 
tive, the eternally existent Son of God _ took 
upon Himself a true human nature, and was 
made in the likeness of men, and so was, and 
continues to be both God and man, in two 
distinct natures and one person, forever. 


In His human nature He was truly man, made 
like other men, except that in Him was no 
sin. Tempted as we are yet without sin, He 
lived among men. And then, as the Second 
Adam, the representative man, he went to the 
cross and offered His soul as a sacrifice for sin- 
ful man. The wrath of God fell upon Him, and 
in His death the sin of mankind was judged 
and the penalty paid in full. In His death 
cry from the cross: “My God, why hast Thou 
forsaken Me?” is the evidence that in His death 
the penalty for sin was executed upon the Son 


of God. 


Justice having been satisfied through the 
death of Christ, God is now free to deal in 
grace with the sinner. Forgiveness is never 
given as a direct act of grace, but of justice. 
The teaching that forgives in mercy and love 
when men come in sorrow and repentance is 
not in accord with the teaching of the Word 
of God. The only ground upon which God 
ever forgives sin is the fact that that sin has 
been judged and paid for in the death of 
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Christ. But sin having been judged, God is 
free to forgive and to bestow all of the riches 
provided under the covenant of grace. Christ's 
death is the guarantee of the fulfillment of 
all the conditions and promises of the cove- 
nant. His blood is the blood of the new cove- 
nant, the evidence that the way is open for God 
to act in grace. 


The work of Christ as the Mediator of the 
Covenant of Grace is a continuing work through 
the ages. He is declared to be the Advocate 
and Intercessor of the redeemed. Seated at 
the right hand of the Father’s throne, He ever 
liveth to make intercession on our behalf, 
pleading the efficacy of His shed blood as the 
ground of forgiveness for His redeemed ones, 
and making effective in the daily lives of His 
elect the promises and blessings of the divine 
covenant. 


Ill. The _ Blessings Bestowed 
Covenant of Grace. 


Under the 


According to the declaration in the catechism, 
in the covenant of grace God undertakes to 
deliver man from an estate of sin and misery, 
and to bring him into an estate of salvation 
by a Redeemer. The numerous blessings be- 
stowed under the covenant of grace are all 
included under the term: salvation. Sin having 
been righteously dealt with at the cross, the 
riches of divine grace are offered freely to 
all who will receive them by faith. 


But the whole nature of man has been so 
blinded and perverted by sin that he is in- 
capable, unaided, of exercising faith in God. 
The Scripture declares, in 1 Cor. 2:14: “the 
natural man receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; 
neither can he know them, for they are spiritual- 
ly discerned.” Here again divine grace meets 
human need, for God sends His Holy Spirit 
unto all that are ordained to life, to make them 
able and willing to believe. 


The Spirit of God, when He comes, convicts 
the unbelieving heart of sin, and of righteous- 
ness. and of judgment. He convinces the soul 
of the awful sinfulness of unbelief. He reveals 
to the heart the reality of the salvation offered 
through Christ. He enlightens the blinded mind 
to the truth of redemption in Christ. He 
quickens the heart, and energizes the will to 
accept the reconciliation offered by the grace 
of God, and makes those who are the clect 
able and willing to believe. 


Again, it is declared in Rom. 3:24, that we 
are “justified freely by His grace, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” We have 
before noted that forgiveness was possible only 
upon the ground that sin had been judged 
at the cross. It was grace that provided a Re- 
deemer, who died for our sins. Justice having 
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been executed, God in grace now declares the 
sinner to be justified in His sight, and counted 
as wholly righteous before God. 


But grace goes far beyond forgiveness and 
the judicial act declaring the sinner to be 
righteous. Grace undertakes to bring the for- 
given and cleansed sinner into an estate of full 
salvation. In grace, God bestows a new, divine 
nature. When the believer puts his trust in 
Jesus Christ as his Saviour, he is born again, 
born from above. Given a completely new, 
spiritual nature, he becomes a sharer of the 
divine nature, a nature which is divinely en- 
abled to live daily in fellowship with the liv- 
ing God. By grace he is made to become a 
child of God, is adopted into the family of 
God, and is made a joint heir with Christ, with 
an eternal inheritance. 


And then, that He may deliver His redeemed 
ones from all the devastating effects of sin, and 
bring them into the full blessing of salvation, 
in grace He sends His Holy Spirit to dwell 
and abide in the heart of the child of God. 
Three passages in the Scriptures teach this truth 
so essential to the spiritual development of the 
redeemed believer. Speaking to His disciples 
of the coming of the Holy Spirit, our Lord said, 
in John 14:17: “even the Spirit of truth, whom 
the world cannot receive because it seeth Him 
not, neither knoweth Him; but ye know Him, 
for He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.” 
This truth is confirmed in Rom. 8:9: “Now if 
any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is 
none of His,” and in 1 Cor. 6:19: “Know ye 
not that your body is the temple of the Holy 
Spirit, which is in you, which ye have of God?” 


According to these passages from the Word 
of God, this fact of the indwelling presence of 
the Holy Spirit, whether recognized or not, is 
true of every believer in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
(nd in this gracious gift of the Spirit is God’s 
all-sufficient provision for the daily needs of 
His redeemed children. The indwelling Spirit 
is within the heart to enlighten the mind; to 
guide and direct the path; to reveal to the inner 
man the deeper things of a walk with God; 
to take of the things of Christ and make them 
real to the heart of the Christian; to give 
strength to meet and overcome temptation. And 
the Christian is urged to walk in the Spirit, 
that is, to walk in daily dependence upon and 
obedience to the Spirit. 


Grace is God’s plan for His children, not only 
for forgiveness and deliverance from the penalty 
of sin, but for deliverance as well from sin’s 
dominion and power. In grace He provides for 
every need of His chosen ones, that the work 
of redemption may be perfected in every life. 
Two passages emphasize this truth. “My grace 
is sufficient for thee, for My strength is made 
perfect in weakness,” (2 Cor, 12:9) and “God 
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is able to make all grace abound toward you.” 
(2 Cor. 9:8) God would do for His redeemed, 
in grace, what they cannot do for themselves. 
He requires on our part an attitude of de- 
pendent trust, and faith in His promises. 


IV. The Conditions of the Covenant of Grace. 

The dictionary defines a covenant, in its 
theological usage as “the promise of God to 
man, carrying with it a condition to be ful- 
filled by man.” ‘There is a condition to the 
covenant of grace which man must meet if he 
is to receive the promised blessings. 


The one condition, on the human side, to 
the covenant of grace is a faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ as the all-sufficient Saviour from 
sin, and faith in the promise of God when He 
offers forgiveness and eternal life through 
Christ. 

But what do we mean by faith? Faith is 
more than an intellectual assent to the truth. 
Faith involves the whole nature of man. It 
is first of all intellectual, the assent of the 
mind to the divine revelation. But faith is 
more than that. It is also emotional. It is 
a heart trust in the love and grace of God. To 
illustrate, a man standing on the brink of a 
chasm looks at a lone narrow bridge as the 
only way across. He says: “That bridge looks 
safe. I believe it could carry me across.” This 
is intellectual faith. But he does not have real 
faith in the bridge until he steps onto it, and 
trusts it to carrv him across. That is a heart 
faith. So real faith is a heart trust in the prom- 
ise of Ged to meet every need of the soul. And 
then, faith is also volitional, the assent of the 
will to turn from sin to God, and to follow the 
Lord as a disciple. 


By a simple act of faith in Christ as Saviour, 
God's gracious gift of eternal life is received, 
forgiveness of sins is assured, the believer is 
justified, regenerated and made to become a 
child of God for all eternity. 

But the further blessings included in the 
term, salvation, are also all of grace, and to 
be received by faith alone. Faith in the cruci- 
fied Saviour brings forgiveness and life. Faith 
in the Risen, Living Lord brings newness of life 
to be experienced each day. The gracious work 
of the indwelling Holy Spirit as He energizes 
the will and gives grace to meet the tempta- 
tions and trials of daily life is also to be an 
experience of daily trust in the promises and 
the faithfulness of God. 


In the light of these gracious promises and 
provisions of our God and Father for His needy 
people, “let us therefore come boldly to the 
throne of grace, that we may find grace to help 
in time of need.” 

“OQ, to grace how great a debtor, 
Daily I’m constrained to be; 

Let Thy goodness, like a fetter, 
Bind my wandering heart to Thee.” 
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A PERSONAL WorKER'S POCKET TESTAMEN] 
“The Testament for Fishers of Men” 


- . — 


THE TESTAMENT 
FoR 


FISHERS of MEN 





Over 500,000 sold in America, and over 100,000 
sold in foreign lands. Enthusiastically endorsed by 
hundreds of ministers and personal workers, in- 
cluding Doctor Howard Kelly, of Johns Hopkins 
Hospital; Dr. Don Poling, Editor Christian Herald; 
James McConkey, noted Christian leader; Dr. 
Walter Lingle, former president of Davidson 
College. 


There are 22 pages of practical suggestions for 
soul winning built upon the Lord’s own figure of 
“fishing.’”” One page giving God’s answers, book, 
chapter and verse, covering every objection which 
may be made by a critical “prospect.” 


It is the King James version, without comment, 
but with an introductory paragraph at the begin- 
ning of each book, explaining its purpose and a 
keyword. 


The booklet is neatly bound in black leather, 
with thin paper and gilt edges, the title stamped 
in gold letters. The price is $3.25. If desired 
and so stated, a fisherman will be etched on the 
flyleaf, signed by the author. 
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s ‘Equalization’ Equitable? 


By Rev. Erskine L. Jackson 


\t its meeting in Orlando, Florida, in June 
1951, the General Assembly of our Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., adopted a procedure for raising 
the budget receipts of certain boards, agencies, 
and other causes of the Church. This pro- 
cedure was adopted upon the recommendation 
of the General Council, and was designated 
as “paying” into the “Equalization Fund.” Un- 
der this plan the approved budget of each 
agency is increased by 5°% at the beginning of 
the year (a 5% “paper” increase given each 
budget by the General Council). Each agency 
is required to keep an accurate record of the 
receipts from living donors, and is required to 
pay 5°, of these receipts to the Treasurer of 
the General Assembly, who disburses the funds 
on order of the General Council to the lagging 
causes. Under the plan it is provided that, 
“The Budget and Stewardship Committee shall 
recommend the apportioning of these funds, 
using as a basis for their calculations the prin- 
ciple that the agency receiving the lowest per 
centage of its spending budget for that year 
will be aided first until its percentage of re- 
ceipts equals the next to the lowest agency, 
then those two will receive funds until they 
have reached the lowest level of the next low- 
est agency and so on until all the fund has 
been exhausted.” (Min. G.A., 1951, pp. 88-89) 
Even specifically designated gifts such as sup- 
port funds for missionaries, the Self-denial offer- 
ing for World Missions, and the Joy Gift, are 
subject to this procedure. The only exceptions 
to it are individual gifts for particular causes. 
his process of “equalization” has been in prac- 
tice for several years now, and certain observa- 
tions may be made concerning it. 


First, it is the firm belief of the writer that 
no one, Assembly, agency, or individual, can 
rightly divert funds from one cause to another 
without the knowledge and consent of the donor. 
Certainly any local church officers doing so 
would be subject to severe criticism! 

Next, it will be well to look at how the 
plan has operated. The financial reports of 
the various agencies for 1956 (the last figures 
available) show that the Equalization Fund 
received from the “equalization tax” upon the 
agencies a total of $286,790.31. (Page 11, An- 
nual Reports of Assembly Agencies). Of this 
amount World Missions paid $152,381.16, the 
\nnuities and Relief paid $28,976.89, or a 
total together of $181,358.05. These two vital 
causes thus contributed almost two thirds of 
the total Equalization Fund, and if the figures 
are interpreted correctly, recetved nothing back! 
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From the reports it seems that most, if not all, 
of the other causes or agencies received back 
much more than they paid into the fund. The 
reports for 1954 and 1955 give the same result. 
It is apparent, then, that the other agencies 
are “riding” World Missions and Annuities and 
Relief, and this at a time when more mission- 
aries and equipment than ever are needed, and 
when our retired ministers and missionaries 
are faced with the increasing pressure of infla- 
tion and the growing cost of living! Can this 
be said to be an equitable method of financing 
our agencies? 


Further, it may not have been designed to 
do so, but the practical effect of this “equaliza- 
tion” is to infringe upon the Christian liberty 
of any church, or other. group, to direct its 
funds to the causes which under the Lord's 
guidance it may choose. Under this procedure 
no group has any choice. It must perforce, 
in giving to any cause, contribute to all causes, 
whether it wishes to do so or not. 


It may be argued that since the budget of 
each agency is increased by 5% at the beginning 
of the year, it is proper to take 5%, in cash at 
the end of the year, but this will not do. It 
is clearly the interest and concern of the mem- 
bers of the church for the causes themselves 
that produce the money, not raising or other- 
wise moving the budget figures. If it were 
only a matter of increasing budgets by _per- 
centage points, it would be simple enough to 
raise the budgets of the agencies by a sufficient 
number of percentage points to bring them up 
to their requirements! 


Knowing the high caliber of the personnel 
of the General Council we believe that they can 
devise some better and fairer method of bring- 
ing up the budget requirements of the agencies. 
We earnestly hope that the “equalization tax” 
upon the agencies of the Church will be abol- 
ished at an early date. 





The Significance of the Bible 
By Rev. T. P. Horger, Jr. 
Clinton, S. C. 
In the February, 1958, issue of the Earnest 


Worker, we read with much interest the article 
with the above title, by Dr. John H. Leith. 


We do not wish this to be construed as a 
criticism of his fine article, but a commentary 
on a part of the article, namely: Inspiration and 
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the Canon. It should not be necessary to quote 
what he said. It can be seen in the February 
Earnest Worker, page one. But we may have 
to quote brief sentences to make what we say 
understandable. 


Concerning the authority of the Old Testa- 
ment, we make only one comment: it was Jesus’ 
Bible, so it is mine. 

We have several things to say about the New 
Testament, and we shall begin with ‘ ‘inspira- 
tion.” “All scripture is given by inspiration 
of God . ” (2 Tim. 3:16), by no one else. 
Again, “Every good gift and every perfect gift 
is from above...” (Jas. 1:7), from no one 
but God. All Scripture is a gift from God. In- 
spiration is a gift from God. We cannot con- 
ceive of such a gift coming from any source but 
from God. And here is another gift; it is the 
promise of the New Testament; “But the Com- 
forter which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father 
will send in my name, he shall teach you all 
things, and bring all things to your remem- 
brance, whatsoever I have said unto you (Jn. 
14:26). 

Dr. Leith makes a true statement when he 
says: “This witness which the New Testament 
embodies is the source of the Church’s life and 
the basis of the Church’s own witness.” But 
he qualifies this by saying: “Yet we must also 
remember that the acknowledgement of the 
books of the New Testament as Holy Scripture 
was an act of the Church. For this reason, even 
though we are perfectly in agreement with the 
early Church, we cannot regard the decision as 
to the canon of the New Testament as in prin- 
ciple infallible.” 

It seems to us that if Peter could be em- 
powered only from God to say that Christ is 
the Son of the living God, the Church could 
be so empowered to acknowledge the books of 
the New Testament as Holy Scripture. And 
again, as to the canon, if all things are possible 
with God, couldn’t He inspire the men who 
canonized the Bible as well as He inspired those 
who wrote it? What does “all Scripture is given 
by inspiration” mean? Would God inspire holy 
men to write Scripture and then turn it over 
to uninspired men to say with authority pre- 
cisely what constitutes the Bible, no more or 
no less? 

While we attended the Seminary at Erskine, 
Due West, South Carolina, I told Dr. G. B. 
Parkinson, teacher of Bible, that we believed 
that those who canonized the Bible were in- 
spired by God. He said that he, too, believed 
that. 

What we are trying to say is this: The Bible 
comes from God and we should never doubt 
that fact. If there is any merit in that we have 
the Bible, that merit is of God. We believe 
that both St, Paul and John Calvin would agree 
to that. | 
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a lesson in, lessons 








BE EARLY 
Order your Sample Kit of Great Commission 
VBS materials TODAY. See these tried and 
proven materials NOW. Get the advantage of 
advanced planning and preparation. 





BE WISE 


Select Great Commission materials for your 
whole Vacation Bible School. Realize the bene- 
fits of a course with full Bible content and 
lesson integrated handwork. Provide your 
teachers with material you can trust for 
Scriptural soundness, teaching technique, and 
pupil response. 
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BE HAPPY 


Make sure of satisfying results with Great 
Commission materials. Teachers and pupils 
respond to the challenge of purposeful study 
of God's Word. Make a lasting impression on 
parents with the thorough instruction you give 
their children. 


Complete Sample Kit $3.50 Postpaid 


GREAT COMMISSION PUBLICATIONS 


727 Schaff Bidg., Phila. 2, Pa. 











Chie a eae 


An Exposition of the 
Westminster Confession 
By Gordon H. Clark 
Single Copies $2.00 
$15.00 per Dozen Postpaid 


Sent Free for One New Subscription to 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
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LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 23 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Church At Worship 


Background Scripture: Matthew 18:19, 20; John 4:23, 24; Acts 1:12-14; Colossians 3:12-17 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 100 


The churches that emphasize Preaching and Teaching have a tendency to overlook the fact that 
we assemble in the House of God tor Worship. This is the most important thing to remember. 
“O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before the Lord our maker.” Teaching and 
Preaching should be a real part of worship, but singing and giving of our tithes and offerings are 
also vital parts. There should be an atmosphere of worship; reverence and great expectancy. Often 


now we call our morning and evening services 
“Worship Services.” There should be a blend- 
ing of all the different phases of worship. I 
like the thought of the open Bible and _ the 
reading and preaching (or teaching) of the 
Word of God as a very important part of wor- 
ship. Some churches pay little attention to this 
and have a great deal of form and ceremony. 


The book of Psalms is saturated with the 
thought of worship. God is exalted as the one 
object of worship: “Exalt the Lord our God, and 
worship at his holy hill; for the Lord our God 
is holy.”” (Ps. 99:9) God is the Supreme Ruler 
of the universe. He is a Holy God and our 
worship should be in the “beauty of holiness.” 
How different from the unclean and degrading 
worship of idols! 


In our Devotional Reading there is the pre- 
dominant note of joy and gladness, of singing 
and thanksgiving. So many of the Psalms stress 
these ideas. We are to enter his gates with 
thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise; 
be thankful unto him, and bless his name. We 
should be sure that our worship today has these 
elements. As those who live in the full light 
of the gospel we have even greater reason to 
be full of joy and gladness; of praise and 
thanksgiving; of singing about the glorious facts 
which have become clearer and more glorious 
since the coming of our Saviour. Christianity 
is a “Singing Religion,” for we have much to 
make us overflow with joy: the gospel is good 
tidings of great joy. 

I. “Two or Three” and Christi: Matthew 18:19,20 

A big crowd is not necessary. Where even 
two agree to pray for something, God will hear 
and answer; where two or three are gathered 
together, the Master meets with them. If He 
is present, then we can worship. A congrega- 
tion of thousands is inspiring, especially if the 
true spirit of worship pervades the assembly. 
Many of us have felt the thrill of such moments. 
But we have also felt the thrill of the “two 
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or three.” I remember an experience I had 
while still in the Seminary. I went off on the 
week end to supply a church. The morning 
service was a flat failure. There was an atmos 
phere of coldness and deadness. We seemed far 
from God and far from each other. Only a few 
came to the evening service. We _ gathered 
around the stove and had one of the sweetest 
services I have ever been in. God seemed to 
be near and we were “two or three” who loved 
Him. He was in our midst. If we meet “in His 
Name” then He keeps His promise. 

Il. “Worship in Spirit and in Truth”: 

John 4:23,24.— 

“God is a Spirit.” Men are prone to want 
to see the things they worship. The first and 
second commandments deal with this tempta- 
tion. Some make images or idols and proceed 
to worship what they have made. Others make 
— or try to make an image or likeness ol 
the true God to aid them, they say, in wor- 
shipping God. We have to be very careful 
about all “aids to worship.” The “aid” may 
hinder instead of help. The Israelites made a 
golden calf and said, these be thy gods which 
brought thee out of the land of Egypt. The God 
who led them out of Egypt was Spirit, and no 
form of a “calf” could represent Him. The 
image was suggestive of Egypt and bondage 
rather than Sinai and freedom. It is so easy 
for “aids” to mislead us. God does not have 
a body like man or beast. To try to represent 
Him is to confuse rather than clarify. God 
commands us not to make any image or bow 
down and worship it, or try to worship God 
through the image. 

“Worship in Spirit and in truth.” Have you 
ever sung a hymn without thinking of the 
meaning of it? Have you ever bowed in prayer 
while your mind wandered here and there and 
everywhere? Have you ever read your Bible 
without paying any attention to what you read? 
\ man who was a regular attendant at church 
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got sick and when his minister called to see 
him, asked to be told the way of salvation. 
His pastor, astonished at this request, for he 
had preached many a sermon on this subject, 
asked him why he did not know the way. The 
man replied, I paid no attention to your ser- 
mons; I was busy planning my business for 
the coming week. We can easily be in the place 
ol worship and yet not really worship in spirit 
and in truth. Read the first chapter of Isaiah. 
The people of that time were trampling the 
courts of the place of worship, but God would 
not accept their worship. It was iniquity, even 
the solemn meeting. Your new moons and your 
appointed feasts my soul hateth when ye 
make many prayers I will not hear. 

To worship in spirit and in truth requires 
preparation of heart and mind. Wash you, 
make you clean; put away the evil of your 
doings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil; 
learn to do well... come now .. . though 
vour sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white 
as snow; though they be red like crimson, they 
shall be as wool. This beautiful promise of 
full pardon and cleansing is made to those who 
prepare for worship. We come to church with 
clean bodies and clean clothes; let us come with 
clean hearts also, if we desire to worship a holy 
God in the beauty of holiness. The Holy Spirit 
must do the cleansing, but we have a part also. 
Our part is to put away the evil of our 
doings; in other words, do as John the Baptist 
and as Jesus said, Repent, turn away from our 
SINS. 

IT. “With one Accord in Prayer 
and Supplication”: Acts 1:12-14. 

Jesus had told his disciples that if two of 
vou shall agree on earth as touching anything 
that they shall ask, it shall be done for them 
of my Father which is in heaven. This company 
of praying disciples seemed to be in_ perfect 
agreement as they met together. No doubt they 
were praying for the coming of the Holy Spirit 
Who would endue with power. Jesus had prom- 
ised that He would send the Spirit. They were 
eagerly and expectantly awaiting the fulfillment 
of that promise. 

| wonder if right here we do not find the 
reason for unanswered prayer? While part of 
the church prays for one thing, another part 
prays for something else and a larger part does 
not pray at all. If we could get the whole 


church with one accord to pray as this band of 
one hundred and twenty people prayed, some- 
thing tremendous would take place in the 
church and in the world. There are other ex- 
planations of why our prayers are unanswered, 
but here is one, I feel sure. 

IV. Preparation Within: Colossians 3:12-17. 

In Psalms 15 and 24 we have a description of 
an acceptable worshipper in answer to the ques- 
tion, Who shall ascend into the hill of the 
Lord? or who shall stand in his holy place? 
Paul, in these verses, is describing the inner 
garments of the soul that we should wear when 
we come to worship. We are careful to put 
on our “Sunday best’ when we go to church, 
and this is all right as far as it goes, but there 
is an inner preparation far more important. 
\ man might put on a costly suit of clothes 
and go to church with “anger, wrath, malice,” 
etc., in his heart. God would not accept his 
worship any more than He did the worship of 
the people in the time of Isaiah. Let us put 
on a heart of compassion, kindness, humble- 
ness of mind, meekness, longsuffering, forbear- 
ing one another, and forgiving one another, etc. 
God does not look upon the outward appear- 
ance, but upon the heart. What would happen 
1 all our churches if our people prepared them- 
selves in this way? We might not see so many 
beautiful and stylish dresses and suits, but we 
would have a transformed congregation. Paul 
proceeds with his description by saying that 
above all these things, put on love, which is 
the bond of perfectness. Let peace dwell in our 
hearts and be thankful. 

Now that we are “dressed for the occasion” 
we can have a wonderful hour of worship. Such 
people are prepared to listen to the “word of 
Christ." The reading of the Word and_ the 
message ol the hour will find a ready response 
in their hearts. Such a congregation is ready 
to sing, and sing from their hearts, sing with 
grace in their hearts. There is a big difference 
in the way people sing. Let a wicked man try 
to sing one of the beautiful hymns or Songs 
of Zion and he may repeat the words, “carry 
the tune” but there will be a deadness we can 
instinctively feel. Such a congregation will go 
forth from the house of God with a zeal for 
good works and hearts overflowing with thanks- 
giving. Look up and read what our Book of 
Church Order has to say on Worship. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR FEBRUARY 23 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Alcohol—What It Is And What It Does 


Scripture: I Corinthians 6:19-20 


Hymns: 
“I Would Be True” 
“Take Thou Our Minds, Dear Lord” 


“Tl Am Thine, O Lord, I Have Heard 
Thy Voice” 


Suggestions to Program Leader: 


(A very helpful way to present this subject would 
be to invite some qualified adult, such as a Chris- 
tian doctor, to speak to you about the nature of 
alcohol and what it does to the human body. If 
you do have an outside speaker, be sure to tell 
him that there is to be another program in this 
series dealing with the Christian attitude toward 
the use of alcohol.) 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


The dictionary gives this definition of alcohol: “A 
colorless, volatile, inflammable liquid, C2H5*H, 
which is the intoxicating principle in fermented and 
distilled liquors;—called also ethyl alcohol and 
ethanol.” Alcohol has many practical uses, such 
as: paint thinner, drying agents, anti-freeze, etc. 
Our main concern in this program is with bey- 
erage alcohol—the alcohol contained in fermented 
and distilled liquors. A great many extravagant 
claims are made both for and against beverage 
alcohol. The advertisers imply that we cannot 
become “men of distinction” without using it, while 
others imply that anyone who tastes a drop is in 
danger of dying a horrible death. In this program 
we want to determine some of the basic facts about 
what alcohol is and what it does. 


First Speaker: 


Alcohol is often represented as a stimulant. This 
is just the opposite of the truth. In reality, alcohol 
is what is called a depressant. Instead of making 
a person quicker of wit, it makes him slower. He 
does not think as clearly and he does not react 
as quickly. The person whose brain and nerves 
are partially numbed by the alcohol in his blood 
believes himself to be mentally sharper because he 
is relaxed and cannot feel the tension that ordi- 
narily accompanies thought and speech. The higher 
the concentration of alcohol in the blood, the duller 
the senses become until the person falls into a state 
of stupor. When the concentration of alcohol 
reaches a certain point death results. In short, the 
effect of alcohol on the brain and nervous system 
is very similar to any anesthetic. 
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Alcoholic drinks are very high in carbohydrate 
content. A quart of whiskey contains about 3000 
calories. A confirmed alcoholic will drink a quart 
of whiskey each day, and will lose all desire for 
other food. The calory content of the whiskey is 
more than sufficient for a healthful diet, but the 
other important food elements are completely lack- 
ing. An habitual drinker is almost certain to come 
down with some of the diseases which result from 
improper nutrition. For this reason alone, chronic 
alcoholics have a much shorter life expectancy than 
average persons. 


Second Speaker: 


When alcoholic drinks become substitutes for 
wholesome foods, the inevitable result is serious 
sickness and death. As the first speaker has said, 
it is nothing more mysterious than poor nutrition. 
It is just as if a person tried to live on a diet of 
nothing but sugar. 


We need to understand, though, that a person 
does not need to drink a quart of whiskey a day 
for it to endanger his health and life. The effect 
which alcohol has on the brain and nervous system 
can quickly pave the way for both physical and 
moral disaster. In order to preserve our physical 
and spiritual health, our minds need always to 
be at their very best. If our bodies are the dwelling 
places of the Holy Spirit, we must keep them in 
the best possible condition. The effect of even a 
small amount of alcohol dulls our reflexes and 
impairs our judgment. That is why so many high- 
way deaths and other serious accidents are visited 
upon those who use alcohol as a drink. It is for 
this reason also that so many moral lapses follow 
drinking. The temptations which come to us are 
strong enough when we are at our best. It is no 
wonder that they prove too much for those whose 
judgment is dulled by alcohol. All of the deaths, 
injuries, and moral disasters are tragic, but the 
worst part is that so many innocent people are 
victims of alcohol inspired tragedy. 


Third Speaker: 


One of the dangers of using alcohol as a drink 
which we all know, but which we have not men- 
tioned, is that it is habit-forming. There is not 
a sane person alive who does not decry the evils 
of alcoholism. Likewise, there has never been a 
sane person who set out at the beginning of his 
drinking experience purposely to become an al- 
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coholic. All of the four and one half million 
alcoholics in the United States today were sure 


at the beginning that they could drink in modera- 
tion. When it was too late to put on the brakes 
of self-control, they discovered they had cultivated 
a habit which they could not stop. 


Aside from the shame of becoming a slave to a 
habit, alcoholic drinks are expensive. The annual 
liquor bill in the United States is many times more 
than contributions to all religious work. There is 
lack of food, clothing, and necessary medicine in 
many American homes today because a large part 
of the family income has gone to buy liquor which 


gives only temporary satisfaction to an uncon- 
trollable habit. So strong is the craving for alcohol 
by those who are its slaves that many have resorted 
to violent crime to get money to buy drinks. 


Program Leader: 

Sometimes when people are discussing the effects 
of drinking alcoholic beverages they stop with the 
chemical and physiological aspects, but we cannot 
make a fair appraisal of the problem until we look 
at some of the more far-reaching consequences. In 
the program next week we shall see what our 
attitude as Christians should be toward the question 
of using alcohol as a beverage. 
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Assembly’s Men’s Council 


Left to right, seated: W. Bruce Whitfield, Secretary, Huntsville, Ala.; James Harkins, Business and 
Financial Secretary, Oklahoma City, Okla.; J. W. Hyde, Vice-President, Elberton, Ga.; T. Mack Black- 
burn, President, Knoxville, Tenn.; J. W. Baldwin, Vice-President, Albemarle, N. C.; and M. Elmer Taylor, 


Immediate Past President, Jacksonville, Fla. 


Standing: D. N. Startzel, Chairman Permanent Committee on Lay Speakers, Chattanooga, Tenn.; Cecil 
Lanier, Chairman Best Practices Committee, Oklahoma City; and Ralph Brewer, Chairman Publicity 
Committee, Alexandria, La. Not in picture, H. Rives King, Chairman of Men’s Council Training Com- 


mittee, Norfolk, Va. 


Montreat — T. Mack Blackburn of Knoxville, 
Tenn., has been elected 13th president of the As- 
sembly Men’s Council, Presbyterian Church, U.S., 
succeeding M. Elmer Taylor of Jacksonville, Fla. 


FEBRUARY 5, 1958 


Blackburn’s election was one of the ge 
of the Jan.10-12 annual meeting of AMC, when 
more than 220 Presbyterian leaders from rm 4 
out the South gathered here at Montreat. Assembl 
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Men’s Council is made up of presidents of synods 
and presbyteries, the AMC executive officers, synod 
directors of Christian education and synod minister 
representatives. Dr. S. J. Patterson, Secretary of 
the Division of Men’s Work, announced at the 
AMC meeting that 156 persons are officially mem- 
bers of AMC, but that enough other officers of 
synod and presbytery councils had come at their 
own expense so that registration hit an all-time high. 


Elected to serve with Blackburn were three vice- 
presidents, a secretary, and a past president. Vice- 
presidents include J. W. Baldwin of Houston and 
Midland, Texas, reelected; and George Stovall of 
Albemarle, N. C., and J. W. Hyde of Elberton, 
Ga. W. Bruce Humphrey, AMC president in 1955 
was selected from the 11 previous presidents to 
be the 1958 “past president” on the executive 
committee. Out-going President Taylor is also 
a member of the executive committee as Immediate 
Past President. James A. Harkins of Oklahoma 
City will be serving his second year in the two-year 
term office of Budget and Finance Secretary. 


Other elected members of the executive com- 
mittee include chairmen of the permanent commit- 
tees. Heading the Lay Speakers Committee will be 
D. N. Startzel of Chattanooga, Tenn., and head- 
ing the Best Practices Committee will be Cecil 
Lanier of Oklahoma City, Okla. Other permanent 
committee chairmen already serving are Ralph 
Brewer, Publicity Committee, of Alexandria, La.; 
and H. Rives King, Men’s Council Training, of 
Norfolk, Va. 


Popular programs for the three-day meeting 
were built around the 1958 emphasis on “The 
Church.” Dr. Wm. P. Anderson, Jr., of the Board 
of Christian Education, led off in the first popular 
meeting Friday evening with an address on “The 
Nature and Mission of the Church.” He was fol- 
lowed Saturday morning by a panel on “Our 
Church in Operation,” presented by executives of 
Church agencies. Participating on the Panel, which 
was presided over by J. W. Baldwin, were Dr. 
J. G. Patton of the General Council; Dr. Marshall 
C. Dendy of the Board of Christian Education; 
Dr. D. J. Cumming of the Board of World Mis- 
sions; Mrs. Leighton M. McCutchen of the Board 
of Women’s Work; Mr. Charles J. Currie of the 
Board of Annuities and Relief; and Dr. P. D. 
Miller of the Board of Church Extension. 


A display-address by Clint Harris of the Board 
of Christian Education, followed the panel, showing 
the relationship of the Boards and agencies to the 
Men of the Church. 


The final popular session, on Sunday morning, 
featured installation of new officers of AMC and 
a sermon by Dr. P. D. Miller. 


All phases of the program and work, including 
reports of the six permanent committees, the AMC 
Executive Committee, and the out-going president, 
were directed toward strengthening the program 
and projects of Men’s Work, following a change 
in emphasis that was defined in the report of the 
Secretary of the Division of Men’s Work. Dr. 
Patterson pointed out that to the present the effort 
in Men’s Work has been to create an organization, 
but that a “turning point”? has been reached. The 
organization is now well set up, functioning well, 
and is providing the “vehicle” for carrying the 
“load” which is the program of the Church in all 
its ramifications. 


Actions of special significance included approval 
of an experimental plan for the use of 12 laymen 
to augment the field service of the Division of 
Men’s Work. The laymen, with expenses paid by 
the Division, will be used throughout the Church 
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to speak and to train men’s greups. Also illus- 
trative of the expanding work of the Division was 
the approval by the AMC of a recommendation 
to the Board of Christian Education that a fourth 
full-time man be employed on the Division staff. 


A number of projects were officially adopted, 
including the “Won to Win One” emphasis on 
evangelism which was launched during the Men’s 
Convention in Miami. The “Won to Win One” 
emphasis will be made a part of synod and presby- 
tery conferences and rallies, and used in local 
programs. 


Other projects approved include support of the 
Stillman Supporters program; encouragement of 
the Every Family Plan of the Presbyterian Survey; 
distribution of the “Going to College Handbook”; 
encouragement of a project for increasing Adult 
Church School Attendance; observation of Lay- 
men’s Sunday on Oct. 19; the holding of Minister- 
Elder-Deacon Convocations; and continuation of 
support to Negro Youth Conferences. 


The Assembly Men’s Council also gave special 
attention to the problem of publicizing the work 
of Men of the Church organizations at all levels. 
In addition to underlining the importance of the 
appointment of a strong publicity committee, the 
Council asked the Publicity Department of the 
General Council to prepare a pamphlet of sug- 
gestions for distribution to local, presbytery and 
synod councils. The Council also renewed its re- 
quest that histories of the work and organization 
of synod and presbytery councils be prepared and 
made available to the Historical Foundation in 
Montreat. 


Program recommendations for 1959 and 1960 
were approved, as recommended by the Program 
and Service Committee. Themes for synod and 
presbytery conferences and rallies were adopted, 
and ideas for guidance in the preparation of 
monthly program topics for 1960 were approved 
under the emphasis: “Understanding the Bible.’ 


Evaluation of the Miami Convention is being 
undertaken by a committee named by the AMC 
Executive Committee and approved by the full 
Council. 


The AMC meeting, called by the best in the 
history of Men’s Work by some of the officers and 
leaders who have attended most of the previous 
Council meetings, was marked by a spirit of unity 
and the smoothness with which committee and gen- 
eral session business was handled. The music and 
singing for all general sessions was also outstand- 
ing, with Paul Hudson of Banner Elk, N. C., lead- 
ing, and the Rev. I. M. (Deke) Ellis of Knoxville, 
Tenn., at the piano. 





Meeting of the Trustees of the Mountain 
Retreat Association in Charlotte, N. C. 


January 23rd, 1958 


_ The Trustees of the Mountain Retreat Associa- 
tion, representing the General Assembly and the 
Synods of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S., 
met in Charlotte on January 23rd. 


This is the first time in the history of the 
Church that this large governing body of Mon- 
treat has met at mid-year and is in keeping with 
the increasing interest in Montreat and the as- 
sumption by the Trustees, as a whole, of the 
administration of this important department of 
the work of the Church. 
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Growing out of an assignment given it by the 
annual meeting of the Trustees in August, 1957, 
a special committee of five brought in a detailed 
report having to do with suggested changes in 
the charter and by-laws of the Association and 
in the general administration of that agency. 


The most significant change in the charter had 
to do with making all trustees also directors of 
the corporation, thereby greatly broadening the 
base of interest and responsibility and bringing 
the entire personnel of the board of trustees into 
active participation in the affairs of the Associa- 
tion. 


Another change is the method of election of 
the trustees of the College, which is a separate 
corporation. According to the new plan the trus- 
tees of the Association, in which such authority 
has long been vested, now elect as trustees of 
the College only those who are also members of 
the trustees of the Association. In taking this 
action the Association in no way becomes respon- 
sible for the financing of the College but at the 
same time places this responsibility on the trustees 
of the College, members of a separate corporation, 
where the responsibility has always rested. 


This action greatly clarifies the operating basis 
of the Mountain Retreat Association and _ the 
status of the College, bringing it under a unified 
control while at the same time maintaining the 
completely separate entities of the two _ institu- 
tions. Full provision is made in the new by-laws 
for the proper inter-change of existing properties, 
held separately by the two institutions, on a recip- 
rocal basis and to the great advantage of both. 


There was a general feeling of optimism at the 
meeting of the trustees and the conviction was 
expressed that the affairs at Montreat have been 
clarified and the ground laid for ever greater 
usefulness of all of the facilities at Montreat for 
the benefit of the entire Church. 


Dr. J. Chester Frist, pastor of the Government 
Street Presbyterian Church, Mobile, Alabama, is 
Chairman of the Trustees; and Dr. M. O. Som- 
mers, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Morristown, Tennessee, is Secretary. 


Provision for the legal steps necessary for the 
changes in the Constitution were made and the 
entire plan for reorganization, it is expected, will 
come into effect with the August 1958 meeting 
of the Trustees. 


Atlanta Presbyterians 
PUTTING ON A "WON TO WIN” CRUSADE 


Fifty seven Presbyterian churches in Atlanta, 
including the U.S., the A.R.P. and the U.S.A. de- 
nominations, both Negro and White, are planning 
an intensive Personal Evangelism campaign in the 
city and suburbs for March 20-23, 1958. They have 
4,400 “Prospects” listed and have organized One 
Thousand lay workers to go out after them. All 
the students of Columbia Theological Seminary will 
participate. 


The progress and results of this crusade will be 
watched with interest throughout the Assembly. 
It should be considered a privilege to pray for its 
success, as it may well prove to be a pattern for 
similar efforts in other areas. 





Change of Address: We are requested to note 
the change of address of Rev. Joseph L. Weisley 
from Forty Fort, Pa., to 758 South 8th Street, 
Allentown, Pa. 
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The first Gentile Christians were 
won through Jewish evangelism. For 
centuries that debt has lain unacknowl- 
edged. Only in vur day is any read 
effort being made to repay it. 

Today the need and opportunity fer 
witness to Jews are great. The Inter- 
national Board is confronted with de- 
mands for the Scriptures, more muis- 
sionaries, and with human need for 
material relief which are beyond its 
capacity to meet. Several missionaries 
are urgently needed in Mexico, South 
America and France. We have under- 
taken to aid 10 missionaries of the 
British Jews Society of 


Germany. Your prayers oY 
and fellowship are . 
needed. ’ ‘oh 


Or. Jacob Gartennaus, President 
Or Robert G. Lee, Chairman, Advisory Boara 


INTERNATIONAL. BOARD (OF 
BJM JEWISH MISSLONS, INC 
Box 1256 Atlanta’), Ga 
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EDUCATIONAL SSORLLaNOCR FOR 
OUR MOST VALUABLE ASSET— 
OUR YOUTH. 


Louis C. LAMOTTE. PRESIDENT 
Maxton North Carolina 





NORTH CAROLINA 


Davidson — An annual scholarship of $1000 has 
been awarded to Davidson College by the School 
of Business Administration of the University of 
North Carolina. 


Dr. Gerald A. Barrett, Director of the Masters 
of Business Administration program at Chapel 
Hill, in conference with the Davidson College Busi- 
ness Department, made this announcement. 


In response to the news, Dr. Clarence J. Pieten- 
pol, Dean of the Faculty and Acting President 
of Davidson, expressed the gratitude of Davidson’s 
faculty and student body for the scholarship and 
indicated that a growing number of Davidson 
graduates complete their graduate school work 
in business, law, medicine and other fields each 
year at Chapel Hill. 
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Davidson College will have the sole responsi- 
bility of selection of the winner of the award 
from one of the graduating senior students of 
the college. 


The award, based chiefly on the student’s col- 
legiate record, and potential for managerial re- 
sponsibility, is the highest both in monetary value 
and overall recognition offered by the School of 
Business at UNC. 





Red Springs—Dr. Price H. Gwynn, Jr., dean of 
Flora Macdonald College, has announced the es- 
tablishment of the Vardell Scholarships, which will 
make available a total of $4,400 in scholarship 
funds. 


The scholarships, another effort to aid high 
school graduates of superior ability to further 
their education, are based upon the four-year high 
school record, the character, and personality of 
the applicant, and upon the scholarship exami- 
nation. 


One scholarship will amount to $1,600; one will 
be $1,200; and there will be two $800 scholarships. 

The candidates granted scholarships may enroll 
in the Liberal Arts Division, the Conservatory of 
Music, and in the departments of business, home 
economics, and science. 


These awards will enable qualified students to 
have higher education at a fraction of the actual 
cost. Applications for the scholarships may be 
obtained by writing to Dr. Price H. Gwynn, Jr., 
dean of Flora Macdonld College. 


The administration of the college will continue 
its present program of grants-in-aid, work scholar- 
ships, and loans. 





Montreat—-Dr. Felix B. Gear, professor of Sys- 
tematic Theology at Columbia Seminary, Decatur, 
Georgia, has been named Program Director for 
the 1958 Conference Season at Montreat. 


Dr. F. L. Jackson, acting president of Mountain 
Retreat Association, announced December 12 that 
Dr. Gear has accepted the assignment. He will be 
responsible for scheduling preachers and lecturers 
for the Bible Conference, and assist the boards 
and agencies of the church in planning and carry- 
ing out their summer conferences. 


As Program Director, Dr. Gear will be platform 
manager for most events in the conference ground’s 
program. He has served in this capacity once be- 
fore, Dr. Jackson reported. 





Glendale Springs—The J. W. Luke, Jr. Memorial 
Building, which will be a youth center and Chris- 
tian Education building of the Glendale Springs 
Presbyterian Church, reached the half-way com- 
pletion mark in December. 


A friend of the church project has offered a 
$1,000 challenge gift, to be presented when $14,000 
additional is secured. The Financial Drive Com- 
mittee is now striving to raise $15,000 which is 
needed to put the building in use, although will 
not complete it. 





World Missions 
Report of December 1957 


Budget for 1957 1,518,225.00 
Receipts for 1957 1,120,000.40 
Percentage of Annual Budget Received 73.77 
Balance needed for Year 398,224.60 
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SAFE... 
GENEROUS... 
ASSURED ... 


Income for you— 
Outgo for Christianity 


This folder on Church Extension Annuities tells how 
your gift to the Board purchases a regular annuity 
which pays an income for life and later serves 
the Church. As pro- 
tection for you, the 
full amount is held 
by the Board through 
your lifetime. And, 
depending on your 
age, you can receive 
up to 7.4% per year 
—regardless of pre- 
vailing business con- 
ditions. Payments to 
you are made semi- 
annually ... an in- 
come for you, now, 
an outgo for Chris- 
tianity later. A gift 
of this nature will be 
a source of real satis- 
faction to you. 





Ask for 
FREE FOLDER 


WRITE FOR FULL INFORMATION 
G. B. Strickler, Treasurer — 


BOARD of CHURCH EXTENSION 


341-B Ponce deLeon Ave. N.E., Atlanta 8, Ga. 
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I; you're looking for a new songbook for vour 
Sunday school, write today to PRAISE Book 
PUBLICATIONS, Mound, Minn., for your FREE 
copy of SUNDAY ScHOOL SINGs. Please mention 
your church and position, Here's just the book 
to teach and inspire children and young people 
in Sunday school, VBS, junior church, camp, 
Bible club. 122 favorite hymns and choruses. 


Handy 4'4”x 6” size. “Lie-flat’’? binding. Low 
quantity rates. 


° PUBLICATIONS 
Pnaise Book Mound, Minn. « Dept. ry.258 
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Rev. Jacob Peltz 


U.S.A. 
5630-N No. Campbell Ave. 
Chicago 45, Illinois 





JEWS WHO SUFFER FOR CHRIST 


Many Jews who confess Christ as Messiah and Saviour frequently undergo 
the severest hardships and persecutions. One Hebrew Christian was advised 
“not to be baptized,” and “don’t dare mention your faith to others!” In reply 
this courageous believer exclaimed: “Say nothing to anybody about my Lord? 
I would rather be dead! As long as I live I want to be a witness for Him.” 


It is such Hebrew Christians, new converts, missionaries, the unemployed, 
the maltreated, the bewildered and hungry whom we seek to shepherd and 
sustain. Please pray for us and send your gift to help our ministry amongst 
the poor and bereft, the young in our Children’s Home, and the aged Hebrew 
Christians. The need is very great. Please send your gift now. 


Address communications to: 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 
REV. JACOB PELTZ, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 


CANADA 
91-N Bellevue Ave. 
Toronto, Canada 








The General Fund and 
Interchurch Agencies 
Statement of Receipts 

for 
Church Year Ended Dee. 31, 1957 


Covering Period from 


January 16, 1957 - January 15, 1958 


The General Fund Agencies 


Budget for 1957 $893,259.00 
Received from January 16, 1957 - 
January 15, 1958 619,375.42 


Percentage of receipts 69.3 % 


Total amount short of askings 273,883.58 
Interchurch Agencies 
Budget for 1957 23,595.00 
Received from January 16, 1957 - 
January 15, 1958 18,408.14 


Percentage of receipts 78.0% 
Total amount short of askings 5,186.86 


TENNESSEE 


Nashville—An article by Mrs. Arch B. Taylor, 
Jr., Presbyterian, U.S., missionary in Japan, will 
be carried in the “Saturday Evening Post” Feb- 
ruary 8th. 





Information received at the denomination’s Board 
of World Missions offices in Nashville indicates 
that the story will be carried under the title of 
“My Japanese-Educated Children.” It will describe 
some of the adventures of the Presbyterian mis- 
sionaries in Zentsuji, Japan, as they have attempted 
to educate their three sons in a foreign land. 


Mrs. Taylor, the former Miss Margaret Hopper 
of Louisville, Kentucky, wrote the story in the 
first person, recording amusing incidents, friendly 
misunderstandings, and the unusual and effective 
teaching methods used in Japanese public schools, 
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as well as a good bit concerning the home life of 
missionaries. The article will be illustrated by a 
few of the more than 1,000 photographs made in 
the missionaries’ home and in the school the boys 
attend. 


In addition to the Japanese schooling, Bill, 12, 
John, 8, and Sam, 7, are given six hours daily of 
teaching by their mother, using the Calvert Course 
to provide education with an American background. 


The Rev. and Mrs. Taylor are evangelistic and 
educational missionaries working in Shikoku Col- 
lege in Zentsuji. Mr. Taylor, whose home is Win- 
ston-Salem, North Carolina, teaches in the Presby- 
terian college and does evangelistic work in the 
area. Mrs. Taylor, in addition to her teaching 
work with her sons, works with the women of 
Zentsuji Christian Church and teaches some Eng- 
lish classes in the college. She is a graduate of 
the University of Louisville and of Center College 
and has done advance work at Moody Bible Insti- 
tute and New York University. She is the daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. William H. Hopper, retired former 
treasurer of the Board of Annuities and Relief. 
The Taylors have been in Japan since 1948. 


The “Saturday Evening Post” article presents 
two pages of pictures and the initial portion of the 
story in the front of the magazine, with the rest 
continued in the back. Mrs. Taylor has stated that 
their sons attend the Japanese school “because of 
the companionship, and because we want to become 
as much a real part of the community as possible. 
It is very hard work to keep up with it all, but I 
think the program is very successful, and we cer- 
tainly have friends all over town! Also, with boys 
as active as ours, the Calvert course is not suf- 
ficient to use up all that pep.” 


Although the “Saturday Evening Post” story 
fortunately appears at the height of the World 
Mission season on Japan, it is not directly mission- 
ary pleading. Instead, it shows a happy missionary- 
national relationship growing out of a dedicated 
missionary home. 





Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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Bible Study for 
Circle Bible Leaders on 
“The Church in the New Testament” 


Prepared by Morton H. Smith, 
Professor of Bible 
Belhaven College, Jackson, Mississippi 


Lesson 3 “A LEARNING CHURCH 
Introduction 
The Lesson in Outline 
I. Invitation of Christ to Learn - Mt. 11:28-30 
II. Means of Learning - Study of the Word 
A. Jesus’ Emphasis on the Written Word 
B. Examples of the Use of Scriptures in the 
New Testament Church 
l. Berea - Acts 17:10-12 
Aquila and Priscilla - Acts 18 
Timothy - II Timothy 3:14-15 
The Enlightenment of the Spirit Necessary 
I Cor. 2:14-15; I Thes. 1:5 
Ill. Cost of Learning - Denial of Self 
Mt. 16:16-26; Lk. 9:23-25 
Introduction 
In the first two lessons of this year we have 
laid the foundation for our study of the Church 
in the New Testament. In January we searched 
the Scriptures for a definition of the nature 
of the Church. Last month we studied that 
all important question of how we individually 
can be related to Christ and to His Church, 
namely, by faith in Him. In this and the re- 
maining lessons for this year we shall be looking 
at the life of the Church itself as reflected in the 


) 
9 
J. 





New Testament. As we do so, may we each 
seek to measure ourselves and our Church in 
the light of the Scripture. Do we know Christ 
by faith? Are we growing in grace and truth 
as we should? 

I. Invitation of Christ to Learn - Mt. 11:28-30. 

All too often Christianity is presented as 
something that appeals only to our emotions, 
as though it were not truly intellectual. How 
interesting it is to see how Jesus invites us 
to come and accept Him by taking His yoke 
upon us and learning of Him. Here in one of 
the most commonly used evangelistic invita- 
tions are the words “Come and learn of 
Me...” Jesus is placing an emphasis upon 
the intellectual aspect of the Gospel even as He 
invites us to come and accept Him as our 
Saviour. 

How significant it is that we find this empha- 
sis upon the intellectual aspect of the Gospel 
from the very outset of His teaching! In this 
vear of 1958 when we are facing a fresh intel- 
lectual challenge of pagan philosophies and 
pagan scientists, it is important for the Chris- 
tian to realize that Christianity is intellectually 
defensible, and that our ultimate hope lies in 
the truth of Christianity. With all the emphasis 
that we have on learning, it is only right that 
the Christian Church insist that the Church and 
every Christian ought to be growing in_ the 
knowledge of Christ. 

II. Means of Learning - Study of the Word 
A. Jesus’ Emphasis on the Written Word for 
Learning 
With the emphasis of Jesus on learning 





Capetown, South Africa, Welcomes PTL 


Sa Pet 


Write today to Alfred A. Kunz, international Director 





The Pocket Testament, League 


49 HONECK STREET, ENGLEWOOD, N. J. 
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we enter into the Christian faith, it behooves 
us to ask just how we can learn. By what 
means ought we to seek to grow in knowledge 
of the Faith? 


The answer is implied in the text “Come... 
and learn of Me...” We are to learn by the 
example of Christ. But how can we do this? 
Only by the study of the life of Christ, only by 
the study of the Bible. This is in full accord 
with our Shorter Catechism as it answers the 
question: “How doth Christ execute the office 
of a prophet? Christ executeth the office of a 
prophet, in revealing to us, by His word and 
Spirit, the will of God for our salvation.” As 
this answer indicates, Christ reveals His will to 
us by the Word and Spirit. Thus we see that 
the primary objective means that we have for 
learning of Him and of His will is the Bible. 


As we study the teaching and preaching of 
Jesus we are impressed with the fact that He 
emphasizes the use of the Written Word. The 
Sermon on the Mount was very largely an ex- 
position of the Law of God as found in the 
Old Testament. He often taught with the words, 
“It is written.” He challenged His hearers not 
only to be readers of the Word but also to 
learn its meaning, to understand it. “Jesus said 
unto them, Is it not for this cause ye err, that 
ve know not the Scripture, nor the power of 
God?” (Mk. 12:24). Again, “Ye search the 
Scriptures because ye think that in them ye 
have eternal life; and these are they which bear 
witness of me” (John 5:39). It is not enough 
for us to read the Word. We must learn its 
meaning. In particular we must learn of Christ. 
We need to know Him in His Majesty and 
Glory as True God. We need to know Him in 
His meekness and lowliness as true man. We 
need to learn of His suffering and death on 
the Cross. We need to come to Him by trust- 
ing, saving faith. As Jesus taught, “This is 
life eternal, that they should know Thee the 
only true God, and Him whom Thou didst 
send, even Jesus Christ” (John 17:3). 

It is not only important to come to knowledge 
of Christ by faith, but as the Apostle Peter 
exhorts, we ought to continue to grow in this 
knowledge as we live our Christian lives. “But 
grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ” (IT Pet. 3:18a). 

B. Examples of the Use of Scripture in the 

New Testament Church 
1. Berea - Acts 17:10-12 

The New Testament Church knew that it was 
from the Bible that they could learn of God 
and of His Messiah. Notice in reading the 
sermons in Acts and in reading the Epistles of 
the New Testament how often there are refer- 
ences to the Scriptures of the Old Testament. 


A most striking case of this is seen in the 
congregation at Berea, as described in Acts 
17:10-12. Here was a group which recognized 
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the value of the Written Word. Even with an 
Apostle in their midst they constantly checked 
his teaching against the infallible objective 
Standard of the Written Word. “Now these 
were more noble than those in Thessalonica, 
in that they received the Word with all readi- 
ness of mind, examining the Scriptures daily, 
whether these things were so.” 


Every preacher needs such a_ congregation, 
and every congregation needs such a practice 
of examining the Scriptures daily! This is the 
way to be a learning Church. 

2. Aquila and Priscilla - Acts 18 

Another example of learning and using the 
Word is seen in the account of Aquila and 
Priscilla as recorded in Acts 18. They were 
closely associated with Paul in Corinth for a 
vear and a half, learning the Word from him. 
“He dwelt there (Corinth) a year and six 
months, teaching the Word of God... ” 
(Acts 18:11). They later had the opportunity 
to “expound the way of God more accurately” 
(Acts 18:26) to Apollos, who in turn went to 
\chaia where he “powerfully confuted the Jews, 
and that publicly, showing by the Scripture that 
Jesus was the Christ” (Acts 18:28). Thus from 
Paul to Aquila and Priscilla and then to Apollos 
we see a chain of learning, based on the Word. 


8. Timothy - Il Timothy 3:14-15 

One of the most significant cases of learning 
in the New Testament is that of Timothy. Paul 
in writing to him reminds him of how he 
learned the truth from the Scriptures from his 
childhood. What a glorious privilege it is 
to have been raised on the Word of God! What 
a privilege and what a responsibility we have 
of raising our children in the Christian Faith! 
Paul reminded Timothy of his great heritage 
in these words: “But abide thou in the things 
which thou hast learned and hast been assured 
of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them, 
and that from a babe thou hast known the 
Sacred Writings which are able to make thee 
wise unto salvation through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus” (IT Tim. 3:14-15). Christian par- 
ents are reminded that it is their duty to bring 
their children up in the nurture and admoni- 
tion of the Lord as they take the vows of the 
parents at the time of the baptism of their 
children. We should realize that the instruction 
of and learning by the children of believers is 
in fact the Church learning. For the children 
of believers are covenant children and_ thus 
counted as members of the Church of Christ. 
Mav God help each Christian parent to carry 
out his full Covenant obligation, and thus may 
the Church grow in knowledge of her Lord. 


C. The Enlightenment of the Spirit 
Necessary - I Cor. 2:14-15; I Thes. 1:5 

Lest we think that we can increase in 
knowledge of the Gospel by ourselves, it should 
be pointed out that the Bible is clear in its 
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teaching that we must have the enlightenment 
of the Holy Spirit to be able to judge the 
things of the Word. In Cor. 2:14-15 Paul teaches 
that the non-Christian, without the Holy Spirit, 
is unable to know the things of God for they 
are foolishness to him. “But he that is spiritual 
judgeth all things . How important it is 
then that we pray for the outpouring of the 
Spirit upon us as we would learn from the 
Word. It is only as He opens our eyes that 
we shall truly learn from the Bible. The Apos- 
tle teaches the same thing when he writes to 
the Thessalonian Christians. “Knowing 

how that our Gospel came not unto you in 
word only, but also in power, and in the Holy 
Spirits...” (I Thes. 1:45). 

From these passages we learn that we need 
God’s aid in understanding the Word, and thus 
we ought to be in much prayer as we seek to 
read and study it. He is the One that gives 
it power, even unto salvation. 


III. The Cost of Learning - Denial of Self - 
Mt. 16:16-26; Lk. 9:23-25 


As the disciples learned of Jesus by being 
with Him, they came to realize who He really 
was. Thus when asked, “But whom say ye that 
I am?” Peter answered, “Thou art the Christ 
the Son of the Living God.” Once this confes- 
sion had been made, Jesus began to instruct 
the disciples in His real purpose to go to the 
Cross and to die for our sins. Peter tried to 
rebuke his Lord, and was in turn rebuked by 
Him. It is on this occasion that Jesus taught 
his disciples the real cost of their discipleship. 
If we would truly learn of Him, if we would 
truly be a disciple we must deny ourselves and 
take up our crosses and follow Him. Luke re- 
cords the fact that this self denial must be a 
daily matter. 
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To take up the cross means to die to self and 
to die to sin. This is the teaching of the Apostle 
Paul in Romans 6 and 7 regarding the life of 
the Christian. The Gospel of Grace is freely 
offered to us. There is no price that we can 
pay to earn it. It is simply offered as a gift, 
to be received by faith alone. But the very 
nature of the Gospel calls forth from us the 
response of our giving our all back to God 
in return. Our Lord gave His life for us that 
we might have life, and He expects in turn 
that we shall die to ourselves and our sins, and 
that we offer our lives as living sacrifices unto 
Him (See Romans 12:1-2). May we each join 
Isaac Watts, the great hymn writer, as he stands 
amazed before the Cross of Christ, and offers 
himself to Him. 

“When I survey the wondrous Cross 

On which the Prince of Glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss, 

And pour contempt on all my pride. 


Were the whole realm of nature of mine, 
That were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all.” 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 




















